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M:.W:. Vincent Libone R:.W:. Louis M. Irizarry 11
Grand Master of Masons District Deputy Grand Master
in the State of New York for the Orange-Rockland District

November 28, 2011
Brethren:

A most cordial and fraternal invitation is extended to you and your Mason-
ic friends to attend the 2199th Stated Communication of Athelstane Lodge No 839 F
& AM to be held on

TUESDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 6, 2011
in the Pearl River Masonic Temple
2 South Middletown Road
Pearl River NY
at 7:30 PM

for the HOMECOMING CEREMONIES for our District Deputy Grand Master
The R:.W:. LOUIS M. IRIZARRY, II
District Deputy Grand Master of the Orange-Rockland District,
representing
The Most Worshipful VINCENT LIBONE,
Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York
and on the occasion of his
Official Visit to Athelstane Lodge

and, in accordance with the By-Laws of the Lodge, for the purpose of voting to unaf-
filiate those Brothers who are in arrears in payment of their financial obligations to

the Lodge and delinquent in payment of their 2011 Dues.

Pre-meeting reception and Dutch Treat Dinner at 6:00 PM - $10.
Lodge opens at 7:30 PM Sharp !

Officers and Past Masters Dress: Formal, white gloves, aprons and jewels.

I am looking forward to greeting you.
Fraternally,
W:. HOWARD WHITMAN,
Master

W:. Nathan Metlitz, Sr. Warden Bro. Douglas Ward, Jr. Warden
R:.W:. Ron Steiner, Secretary R:.W:. Marvin Gess, Treasurer



3000th STATED COMMUNICATION

Tuesday, December 20, 2011 at 7:30 PM

Business: Annual Gala Holiday Party

Place: Casa Mia Manor House, Orangeburg, NY
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Attire: Business Attire

WE NEED OUR "HOSPICE "TREE OF LIFE"
VOLUNTEERS TO SIGN ON NOW ...

Each year for the past five or six years members of our Athelstane Lodge
family have joined in a most gratifying and satisfying fund raising collaborations
with United Hospice of Rockland during the Christmas season. We are again asking
YOU to be a part of this very important community outreach program.

The "Tree of Life" is a mini-forest of Christmas Trees where people have an
opportunity to place a star in "honor of" or "in memory of" a loved one ... or simply
make a charitable contribution to support Hospice.

Last year a dozen Brother Masons and their ladies gave a cumulative 76
hours of their time on one day to join the Athelstane Lodge "team" at the Palisades
Center Mall to staff the Hospice display. Their efforts ... our efforts resulted in more
than $3,700 collected as contributions from passers-by for United Hospice of Rock-
land ... the single biggest collection effort at the month long fund raising exhibit which
resulted in almost $90,000 in donations and contributions for the important work
being done by our local Hospice. We were and continue to be very proud of our efforts
in support of Hospice.

Why do we need so many volunteers ??? Simply because of the numbers of
busy shoppers passing by the display. No special skills are needed... only a desire to
be helpful and contribute a little time. You can sit or stand; either way you will be
helping and will share in a wonderful, gratifying experience. Please note the date ...
pick a time that will be convenient to join us ... and call our Secretary to sign on. Do
it today. You will be glad you did. So will we. So will Hospice. And so will the mem-
bers of the Rockland community served by this wonderful organization.

ATHELSTANE LODGE HOSPICE "TREE OF LIFE" TEAM

Date: Saturday, December 17, 2011
Time: 10:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Place: Palisades Center Mall ... first level ... East end

Please join us ... sign on today. PLEASE call Ron Steiner: (845) 354 - 4192 or nys-
mason@aol.com

Visit us at www.athelstane839.org




WORK ON THE TRESTLEBOARD

AWAITING REPORT OF INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE

Mr.

Roy Rizzotti Proposed by R:.W:. Lou Irizarry II and
R:.W:. Ron Steiner 10/4/2011

AWAITING ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE

Bro
Bro
Bro
Bro

AWAITING DEGREE OF FELLOWCRAFT

. Michael Anthony DePaolo  Initiated 10/18/11
. Anthony Barbato Initiated 10/19/10
. Seth Geffen Initiated 10/19/10
. Brian Gonzalez Initiated 10/05/10

AWAITING THE SUBLIME DEGREE OF MASTER MASON

Bro
Bro
Bro
Bro
Bro

Nov. 29th

Dec. 6th

Dec. 17th

. Mark Howard Burke Passed 11/29/11
. Seth Lee Passed 11/29/11
. Mathew Kerewski Passed 04/05/11
. Eric Mateyka Passed 01/11/11
. Daniel E. Mateyka Passed 11/16/10

THE FUTURE

Special Joint Degree—Fellowcraft
West Point Lodge, Highland Falls, NY

Dinner at 6:00 p.m.

Degree Begins at 7:30 p.m.
Homecoming and Official visit of R:W:. Louis M. Irizarry II,
District Deputy Grand Master of the Orange-Rockland District.
United Hospice of Rockland Tree of Life

Palisades Mall

10:00 a.m. to Closing

Visit us at www.athelstane839.org




(THE FUTURE, Continued)

Dec. 20th Annual Athelstane Lodge Gala Holiday Party
Casa Mia Manor House in Orangeburg.
6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
$60.00 per couple for Athelstane brothers, payable in
advance; send your checks to R:.W:. Ron Steiner.

Jan. 20th Annual Florida Luncheon

Benvenuto Caterers, Boynton Beach, FL

Noon - 3:00 p.m.

Athelstane Brothers - free; Ladies - $25; Guests - $35
Mar. 31st 2012 ORDMA Dinner Dance honoring R:.W:. Louis M. Irizarry II,

DDGM and R:.W:. Bruce Wiegand, GDC.

Casa Mia Manor House, Orangeburg, NY

6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

$60.00 per person

PRAYER
by Henry L. Haupt, 32'

Immediately upon being introduced into a lodge of Masons, we are ad-
monished: "My friend, no man should ever enter upon any great or important
undertaking without first invoking the blessing of Deity." Lodge meetings are
opened and closed with prayers, and prayer has an important place in other
parts of the ritual. This leads critics to raise a great hue and cry as to whether
Masonry is a religion, what relation if any it has to the church, etc. Without go-
ing into this subject very deeply, might we remind our readers that the Entered
Apprentice advises us that he has come to "learn, to subdue my passions, and
improve myself in Masonry." Webb's Monitor states: “Masonry is a system,
teaching symbolically piety, morality, science, charity, and self-discipline."

One of the finest statements regarding prayer that we have ever read
occurs in Morals and Dogma, written by the great Albert Pike: "Though Mason-
ry neither usurps the place of, nor apes religion, prayer is an essential part of
our ceremonies. It is the aspiration of the soul toward the Absolute and Infinite
Intelligence which is the One Supreme Deity, most feebly and misunder-
standingly characterized as an 'Architect.' Certain faculties of man are directed
toward the Unknown — thought, meditation, prayer. The unknown is an ocean,
of which conscience is the compass. Thought, meditation, prayer, are the great
mysterious pointings of the needle. It is a spiritual magnetism that thus con-
nects the human soul with the Deity. These majestic irradiations of the soul
pierce through the shadow toward the light...Prayer is sublime. Orisons that beg
and clamor are pitiful. To deny the efficacy of prayer is to deny that of Faith,
Love, and Effort. Yet the effects produced when our hand, moved by our will;
launches a pebble into the ocean, never cease; and every uttered word is regis-
tered for eternity upon the invisible air.”

(from:
THE INDIANA FREEMASON; May, 1939)
(retrieved from the Livingston Library by Bro. Rabbi Eli Mallon)
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THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING ... please plan now to attend our

GALA ATHELSTANE LODGE
2011 HOLIDAY PARTY

TUESDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 20th
6:30 pm

This year at the beautiful CASA MIA MANOR HOUSE

one of the premier catering facilities in the area where we have always
enjoyed !!!
14 Route 303 Orangeburg, New York 10962 845 359 4823

Please join us for our traditional warm and friendly gathering of
our Athelstane Lodge family ... Brother Masons, ladies, and guests ...
as we celebrate good times past ... good time present ... and we toast
in the New Year 2012 and many more good times to come with
more reasons to enjoy each others company. This is part of our Athel-
stane Lodge tradition and what sets our Masonry apart. We will again
price this affair to encourage maximum participation.

Athelstane Lodge Brothers only $60 a couple.
Athelstane Lodge Brothers alone $30.
Guests: $60 per person.

RECEPTION with bountiful hot and cold appetizers
and served Hors D'Oeuvres.
Cash Bar ... wine beer and soda gratis all night

BUFFET DINNER ... a tempting array of different
entrees from which to choose.

Dessert and coffee ...
music throughout for your dancing and dining pleasure

Please reserve now. Your reservation is your check paid in advance ... no
walk-ins ! Make checks payable to Athelstane Lodge and mail to our Secretary
RON STEINER ... 18 Buena Vista Road , Suffern, NY 10901 - 1730




ATTENTION FLORIDA BROTHERS AND SNOWBIRDS ...
OUR 2012 FLORIDA LUNCHEON

The plans have been finalized ... the contract signed ... the deposit made ...
and now we are all set and ready to go. The annual Athelstane gathering of
the "clan" in Florida will take place on:

Friday afternoon - January 20, 2012

at the beautiful Benvenuto Restaurant Caterers

1730 N. Federal Highway - Boynton Beach, Florida
(561) 364-0600
from noon - 3 P.M.

Athelstane Lodge Brothers - no charge Ladies $25.00 Guests $35.00

Please confirm your reservation in advance by contacting
R:'W:. Harold Dresdale

(561) 278-9507 or (561) 400-1496
e-mail: Luvsflog@aol.com

NOTEWORTHY

ROCKLAND JOURNAL NEWS ... November 24, 2011, Pg A9
Rockland Briefs ...
Masons give teddy bears to sick kids

NYACK — The Masons of the Orange-Rockland District are participating in
the Teddies Love Children program.

District Deputy Grand Master of the Orange-Rockland District the
Right Worshipful Louis M. Irizarry II initiated the program. The chair is
Worshipful Collin Oakenfull, supported by Most Worshipful Vincent Libone,
Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York.

Freemasons provide teddy bears to accident and emergency units
for the medical staff to give to children admitted who are in severe distress.

The Freemasons made the first teddy bear delivery Sept. 28 at the
Pediatrics Unit at the Nyack Hospital. Helen Hayes, volunteer coordinator,
received the teddy bears.

NOTE: Earlier this year Athelstane Lodge contributed $300 for the

purchase of Teddy Bears included in this worthwhile program to
assist sick children.

Visit us at www.athelstane839.org




FROM BE GLDB SCRIBE ...

Hope that you and your loved one had a most joyous Thanksgiving!!!

Athelstane Lodge had a very active month of November and there
is more ... much more to come in the month(s) ahead.

LOOKING BACK ... at a pre-meeting dinner on November 1st your
Lodge presented our annual financial support and charitable contributions
to United Hospice of Rockland, Jawonio, Big Brothers and Big Sisters of
Rockland, The Shrine Mason's Hospital's Mecca Temple Transportation
Unit, and the Cardiac Institute of the Masonic Medical Research Lab
(MMRL). We also presented the 2011 Martin Lindenberg Educational
Assistance Scholarships to three deserving children or grandchildren of
Athelstane Brothers : Jacquelin Goldberg, granddaughter of Bro. Phil Nel-
son; Jonathan Mallon, son of Bro. Eli Mallon; and Courtney Stewart, daugh-
ter of Bro. Ron Stewart, and my Granddaughter ! The work on the Trestle-
board that night was the vote on the proposed By-Law amendments reflect-
ing our Lodge dues. The By-Law amendments were unanimously adopted.
By the time this reaches you your 2012 Dues notice should have been re-
ceived. As the saying goes, "Dues for 2012 are now due!" /// Thanks for
your attention to this at your earliest convenience !!!

On November 8th we had a Special Communication to confer the
Entered Apprentice Degree on our new Brother Mark Howard Burke. Wel-
come Brother Mark !!! Brother Douglas Ward sat in the East that night and
conferred the work in a "masterful" manner. Well done !!!

On November 15th we were treated to a very special presentation
by R:.W:. Rich Friedman, Past Jr. Grand Warden and presently Chairman
of the Custodians of the Work for our Grand Lodge. Ritual ... good ritual is
Brother Richard's Masonic passion and he is so eloquent and so enthusias-
tic ... it is contagious. The theme for this evening was "WHY DID YOU
LEAVE THE WEST ?" and Brother Friedman brought his message home to
each of us in a very personal and dynamic talk. We had close to fifty Broth-
ers and Masonic guests with us for this presentation and if you missed it, it
was indeed a night to remember !

November 29th is a Special Communication which will be held at
West Point Lodge when we will confer the Fellowcraft Degree on a class of
five Athelstane Lodge EA Brothers.

LOOKING AHEAD ... December 6th we will welcome our own
Brother, The R:.W:. Lou Irizarry II for his Official Visit and his Homecom-
ing after two years of service as the District Deputy Grand Master for the
Orange-Rockland District representing, The Most Worshipful Vincent
Libone, Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York. Hope you can
join us for dinner and an interesting evening.



(From Ye Olde Scribe ..., Continued)
More tidings from our Secretary ...

Saturday, December 17th is our annual HOSPICE TREE OF LIFE
effort at the Palisades Center Shopping Center. We need more volunteers to
help us ... please call now to let us know if you can assist .... (845) 354 -
4192 . See announcement for all details elsewhere in this Trestleboard.

Tuesday, December 20th is our annual Athelstane Lodge Holiday
Dinner ... with music for dancing . Half price for Athelstane Lodge Broth-
ers .... $60 PAYABLE IN ADVANCE to our Secretary. Please see ad else-
where in this Trestleboard for further details.

Friday, January 20th is our annual Florida Reunion luncheon for
Brethren, ladies and surviving spouses. at the beautiful Benvenuto Restau-
rant in Boynton Beach Florida. Surviving Spouses and Brothers of Athel-
stane will be guests of the Lodge. Ladies with Brothers $25. Other guests
$35 payable in advance. Please contact R:.W:. Harold Dresdale to confirm
reservations: (561) 278 - 99507 or (561 ) 400 - 1496 or e-mail:
Luvsflog@aol.com. See ad elsewhere in this Trestleboard for all details.

And looking forward to our March 31st ORDMA Dinner - Dance at
the Casa Mia Manor House in Orangeburg...this year honoring our own
R:.'W:. Lou Irizarry, DDGM and R:.W:. Bruce Weigand, Grand Director of
Ceremonies. Details in the next Trestleboard ... but mark your calendar
now.

SICKNESS AND DISTRESS ...

R:.W:.. BRUCE KLEIN scheduled for knee replacement surgery.
We pray for a speedy and complete return to good health !

Brother WILLIAM STEINBACK is now home in Vienna, VA after
hospitalization and extensive surgery. We pray for a speedy recovery and
complete return to good health !

GLAD TIDINGS ...

Happy 60th Wedding anniversary to BEA and W:. AL OSTER,
DSA. ... and many more in good health. !

Do you know which Athelstane Lodge Brother has attended 96 con-
secutive District Deputy Official Visits as a member of the District Depu-
ty's Staff? This distinction belongs to our own V:.W:. SCOTT ALLAN
KLEIN, Assistant Grand Lecturer in the O-R District. Well done Brother
Scott ! Many more happy miles !

Visit us at www.athelstane839.org




(From Ye Olde Scribe ..., Continued)

And I am very proud to report that my better half JOAN STEINER
was the recipient of a 1,000 Hour Volunteer Award Pin for her dedicated
work these past two years in the Medical Records Department at the Rock-
land County Hospital and Home. Way to go Joanie !

Brother STEVEN MARCUS is on the mend after his extensive sur-
gery to hopefully alleviate intense back pain with which he has been suffer-
ing for so many years. We are all praying for your continued improvement
Steven.

PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS ...

REMINDER : Totten Essay Contest ... significant $$ prizes awarded to
HS Seniors entering college in Fall 2012 ... essay submissions must be in
the mail by January 9th (see ESM Magazine for details)

Grand Lodge Educational Assistance Awards .... application
forms for 2012 financial assistance will be available from the Secretary (e-
mail Athelstane839@aol.com) after January 1st or on line at
WWW.Nymasons.org.

2012 MARTIN LINDENBERG Educational Assistance scholarship
applications will be available from RW Bruce Klein after January 1st.
E-mail BDKesql@aol.com

Please check the highlighted details of our upcoming events as
printed elswhere in this Trestleboard.

Stay well ...
and please remember ...

THERE IS SO MUCH MORE TO BEING A MASON THAN SIMPLY
PAYING DUES!!

Hope to C U at our next Lodge meeting.
Fraternally,
RON STEINER

R:.W:. Ronald J. Steiner
Secretary, Athelstane Lodge No 839 F & AM (Pearl River, NY)

18 Buena Vista Road
Wesley Hills, Suffern, NY 10901-1730
(845) 354 - 4192 nysmason@aol.com  Athelstane839@aol.com




FROM THE EAST

My Brothers:

November is proving to be a very interesting month for the Lodge. On November 1st
we voted and amended our By-Laws, and at a Special Communication on November 8th, we
initiated another Entered Apprentice, Brother Mark Burke.

On November 15th, we had a Very Special Guest Speaker, R:.W:. Richard Friedman,
PJGW, and current Chairman of Custodians of the Work, whose topic was : " Why did you
leave the West .2 ".

We have received dispensation from R:.W:. Louis M. Irizarry, Il, DDGM of the Orange-
Rockland District for the Lodge to hold a Joint Courtesy Fellowcraft Degree at and with West
Point Lodge on November 29th. The Collation will begin at 6:00 PM. All Brothers are wel-
come, and we look forward to seeing you there.

On December 6th, we are having the Official Visit and Homecoming of R:.W:. Louis iri-
zarry, Il, District Deputy Grand Master of the Orange-Rockland District.  On December
17th, we will again be participating with United Hospice of Rockland at their Tree of Life
Fundraiser at the Palisades Mall in West Nyack, NY. We will be there from 10:00 AM until
closing, and we would be grateful for any time that the Brothers can spare for this worthy
cause.

On December 20th, we will be having our annual Holiday Party at Casa Mia Manor House
in Orangeburg on Route 303. The cost for Athelstane Brothers is $60.00/ couple, payable in
advance to R:.W:. Ron Steiner. This will be a fun evening with music and fine food. Please
try to come.

| want to wish everyone a Healthy, Happy, and Safe Holiday Season and New Year.

Cordially and Fraternally,

W:. Howard Whitman

On the Cover

First Degree Tracing Board by Josiah Bowring, 1819. Tracing Boards are
teaching aids used in explaining the meaning of the various symbols encountered
in a particular degree. They were originally designed to lay flat on the ground so
that the brothers may gather around and observe. They have a strong tradition in
English and Canadian masonic ritual. Alternately made of cloth or wood, some are
very rudimentary, but others are worthy of serving as adornment of the lodges
that still use them. See Freemasonry, A Journey through Ritual and Symbol. W.
Kirk MacNulty. Thames and Hudson Ltd, London: 1991. ISBN 0-500-81037-0



Officers 2011-2012

W:. Howard Whitman (Joan)

(914) 772-4491  hmwhit(@gmail.com
W:. Nathan Metlitz (Carolyn)

(570) 409-6623 acm783@aol.com
Br. Douglas Ward (Tracy)

(845) 304-9003  douglas.ward@ms.com
R:.W:. Marvin Gess (Diane)

(845) 357-5366 mg@rossandgcss.com
W:. David Richards (Sally)

(845) 357-3906 duvidr@aol.com
R:.W:. Ronald J. Steiner (Joan)

(845) 354-4192 nysmason@aol.com
R:. W:. Bruce D. Klein (Rhonda)

(845) 426-5856 bdkesql @aol.com
W:. Ronald Pomerance (Marion)

(845) 357-8388 thepommo29@aol.com
W:. Alexander Mulgrew (Jennifer)

(914) 643-2957 alec. mulgrew(@verizon.net
Br. Richard M. Butts, Jr. (Eraina)

(845) 356-1238  buttic735@msn.com
R:.W:. Federico Larrinaga (Marie)

(845) 634-5082 federico.larrinaga@use.salvationarmy.org
W:. Allan P. Oster, DSA (Bea)

(973) 831-2171 aloster711(@yahoo.com
Br. Richard Schwartz, DSA (Susan)

(845) 3542161 710901 @yahoo
Br. Ronard Dumas (Pat)

(845) 426-0318 rondum46(@aol.com
Br. Michael Olmo (Natalie)

(845) 405-3663 m_olmo@yahoo.com
Br. Dennis O’Connor (Cristina)

(845) 259-9805 nycmic@optonline.net
V:.W:. Scott Allan Klein

(845) 359-6787
Br. Franklyn Gardner (Harriet)

(845) 359-3238 hleegar@verizon.net
R:.W:. Harold J. Dresdale (Karen)

(561) 278-9507 luvsflog@aol.com

Trustees

R:.W:. Martin Lindenberg
2009- 2012

R:.W:. Joel Rosenwasser
2011 - 2014

Past Masters

Master

Sr. Warden

Jr. Warden

Treasurer

Asst. Treasurer
Secretary

Asst. Secretary
Chaplain

Chaplain

Deacon

Jr. Deacon

Sr. Master of Ceremony
Jr. Master of Ceremony
Steward

Steward

Marshal

Br. Richard Schwartz D.S.A.

2010 - 2013

2010-11
2009-10
2008-09

Ronald Pomerance Richard H hwlwrg 1984, 1991  M:.W:. Neil I. Bidnick
Gerald P. Rickard 1983 R:.W:. Robert Blanke
Harold N. Eder * 1981 R:.W:. Daniel E. Jonas
2007-08  Barry Ronner 1980-82  R:.W:. Ronald J. Steiner
2006-07  Eugene Foladare, DSA  * 1979 Alvin M. Russell
2005-06  R:. Marvin R. G 1979 Stuart Sindell
2003-05  R:.W:. les M. Purvis 1977 Arthur Vener
2002-03  Norman J. Greenberg * 1976 Harry Sky
2001-02  R:.W:. Harold J. Dresdale 1976
1999-01 . Martin [imknlwrg 1975
1999-00  Sander A. Lefkowitz * 1974 Nathan Metlitz
1997-98  Erwin L. Robbins 1973-74  M:W:. Carl ]. Fitje
1997-99  Leonard J. Plotch * 1972 R:.W:. Charles Antzelevitch
1994-97  Henry Morris 1972, 1985  R:.W:. Hon. Benjamin Gilman
1993-95  R:.W:. Eugene W. Erickson 1971 R:.W:. Albert E. Mealey
1992, 1995-97  Charles K. Dunlop * 1969  R:.W:. Norman E. Moon
1987-88, 1990  Allan P. Oster, DSA 1969 *  Tappan Zee Lodgc No. 1125
1986,1989,1992  Henry Chait * 1967
1984,1992-94  Murray Kaplowitz * 1965
1998-99  Robert Maidman * 1958

Alexander Mulgrew

Thomas Sassone

David Richards

Louis M. Irizarry 11l
. Bruce Klein
. Louis M. Irizarry II
.. Harry E. Anderson y
E. Kramer Jay Helfgott
. Peter J. D. Dedel

Harry E. Kramer *

Thomas P. Walden *

R:.W:. C.F.William Maurer I
. Glen L. Weinberg *

George Liberis

. Joel Rosenwasser
R:.W:. Mel Birnbaum

Anthony Urbinato
George Bielski
ViW:. Scott A. Klein  *




